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IN THE CLAIMS: 

The text of all pending claims, (including withdrawn claims) is set forth below. Cancelled 
and not entered claims are indicated with claim number and status only. The claims as listed 
below show added text with underlining and deleted text with strikothrough . The status of each 
claim is indicated with one of (original), (currently amended), (cancelled), (withdrawn), (new), 
(previously presented), or (not entered). 

Please AMEND claims 1-1 0 in Accordance with the following: 

1. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A «se«onfirmatfon system for confirming, in a facility 
that can be used by presenting a recording medium capabl e of recording information, whether nr 
not the facility is being used with authorization ! i r i ng n mnnHinj m ^h i m oo p ab lo o f ttori ng 
i nformati on, comprising: 

an owner registration apparat us Placed in the facility and an owner confirmation 
apparatus placed in the facility, wher ein the owner registration apparatus comprises: 

a recording medium reading part for reading information on a use status of the 

recording medium 1 

a firsLbiorogrcal information obtaining part for obtaining first biological information 
ef^from a-btsef^an owner of the 'r ecording medium t timn nf fitw nr^n n f th* f^^jpj 
ffledium fin a case where it is determined that the recording medium is presented fora 
first time in the facility, based on the read information on the use status of the recording 
medium, and 

a userrogictration-biological inform a tion storing p art for fo gisterinc h storino the 
obtained first biological information in the recording mediunygonsidoring tho user as an 
owner of th e recording medium ; and 
the owner c onfirmation apparatus comprises: 

a recording medium reading part for readi ng the information on the use status of the 
recording medium and the first biological information: 

a_second biological information obtaining part for obtaining second biological information 
from the owner of the recording mediu m , in a case where it is determined that the recording 
medium is presented at a second, later time in the facility based on the obtained information on 
the use sta tus of the recording medium: and 

an - owner confirmation a determining p art for detecting cooond biological informot i on on a 
mar nt n timo of second and -l ater use of tho re c ording medium, and determining whether or not 
the owner at the time nf the first presentation of the remrri i ng medium is the same as th* own*r 
at the second later time of Dentation of the r e cording medium by comparing the firet 
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biological information stored in th e recordina medium with the second biological information 
obtained by the sec ond biological information obtaining partt he user ucing the recording 
modium ic ident i cal with tho ownor registered i R th e recording modium, bacod on tho firct and 
se c ond biologica l information . 



2. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A ysewjnflrmation system according to claim 1, 
wherein the owner registration part -apparatus further comprises- 

o biologica l informat i on obtain i ng part for obtaining first biological information on a uoor 
a t a time of first use of tho recording medium; 

a record i ng medium reading part for re a d i ng information on a use statu e of the record i ng 

a read data checking part for checking whether or not the recording medium is being 
used with proper authorization, based on the information on a-theuse status read in the 
recording medium reading part and 

a recording medium writing part for writing, in a case of use with proper authorization, the 
first biolog i ca l infbrmoton on th e user and t he information on a -the use status of the recording 
medium in the recording medium, and writing, in a case of use without proper authorization, 
invalidity information on the recording medium and the information on a-the use status in the 
recording medium, 

3. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A twer-confirmation system according to claim 2, 
wherein the owner confirmation part -apparatus further comprises: 

a uoor biological information obtaining part for obtaining th e s e cond - b i o l ogica l i nformation 
on a user of tho recording modium; 

a recording m e dium read i ng part for reading an identifier of the record i ng medium 
^formation on a uco ctate of I horocording medium, and the first b i ological i nformat i on on tho 

a use status checking part for checking whether or not the recording medium is being 
used with proper authorization, based on the information on a-the use status read in the 
recording medium reading part; 

a 6 lmilarity ^d otorminrng part for calculating similarity by comparing tho second b i ologica l 
information obtained in th e us e r biolog i cal information obta i ning part with tho first b i o l og te a l 
i nformation r e ad in th e recording m e dium - roading part, determining authorized uso when the 
simi l ority oxcoodo a predetermined threshold valuo, and determining unauthorized uso when tho 
s i mi la rity ic equal to or tower than a prcdoforrnincd throGhold valuo ; and 

a recording medium writing part for writing, in a case of use with proper authorization, the 
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information on a-the_use stah w . anri, if r^nimH tha ™^ Pnr1 hhln g irm l i nfnrmnt io n o n th e uco r i n 
tho recording mediu m, and writing, in a case of use without proper authorization, invalidity 
information on the recording medium and the information on a-the use status in the recording 



medium. 



4. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A use^confirmation system for confirming, in a facility 
that can be used by presenting a re c ording medium capable of recording information, whethe^or 
not the facility is bein g used with authorizatton us i no a recording mnHinm r^p- . hin nf rhr^j 
i nformation , comprising: 

a biological i nformation obtaining part for obtaining - first biological i nformation on a ucor 
a t a time of firct use of tho recording mod i um: a n owner registration apparatus placed in the 
facility, an owner confirmation appa ratus, and a database, accessible from the owner registration 
apparatus and the owner confirmati on apparatus, for storing a use status of the recording 
medium in the facility so as to a ssociate the use status with an identifier of the recording 
medium, wherein the owner registration apparatus comprises: 

a recording medium readi ng part for reading the identifier of the recording medium from 
the recording medium: 

an owner rogictration port for registering tho first a Jirst_biological information obtaining 
part for obtaining fir st biological information from an owner of the recording medium in a case 
where the databas e is accessed based on the identifier of the recording medium and it is 
determined that the recording me dium is presented for a first time fn the facility based on the 
information on the use status of the recording medium: and 

a biological information st oring part for registering the first biological information in the 
database so as to asso ciate the first biological information with the identifier; 

the owner confirmation apparatus includes: 

a recording medium rea ding part for reading the identifier of the recording medium from 
the recording medium: 

a second biological information obtainin g part for obtaining second biological information 
from the owner of the recording med ium in a case where the database is accessed based on the 
identifier of the recording medium , and it is determined that the recording medium is presented 
at second and later ti me in the facility based on the information on the use status of the 
recording medium: and 

in a databaoo disposed on a network, considering th e us e r as an ownor of tho rooordiR § 
m e dium; qr4 

an ownor confirmation a determining p art for detecting second biolog i cal information on q 
user ot a timo of cocond and later uoo of the recording medium, on d determining whether o r n n\ 
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the owner at the time of the first presentation of the recording medium is the same as the owner 
at the second, later presentation of the recording medium bv compari ng the first biological 
information stored in the database, so as to be associated with the i dentifier, with the second 
biological information obtained in the second biological inform ation obtaining part 

determ i ning weothoror not - a user using tho r e cording medium is i de n t i ca l w i th tho ownor 
reg i stered in tho database, based on th e first and second biological information. 

5. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A ueeF-confirmation system according to claim 4, 
wherein the owner registration paffe -aooaratus further c omprises: 

a^ i ologioal i nformation obtaining part for obtaining first bio l ogica l i nformation on a uoor 
at a timo of first uso of tho record i ng medium; 

o recording medium read i ng port for reading - an id e ntifier of tho record i ng medium; 

a read data checking part for checking whether or not the recording medium is being 
used with proper authorization, based on the information on a use state extracted from the 
database, using the identifier read in the recording medium reading part as key information; and 

a recording medium writing part for writing, in a case of use with proper authorization, the 
first b i olog i oal informat i on on the us e r a nd -the information on a use status of the recording 
medium in the database and writing, in a case of use without proper authorization, invalidity 
information on the recording medium and the information on a use status in the database, 

6. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A «eeH5onfirmation system according to claim 5, 
wherein the owner confirmation eaF ^apoaratus further_ comprises: 

a uoor biologica l information obtaining port for obtaining tho s e cond biolog i oa l -i nformation 
on a user of th e r e cording medium; 

a recording medium r e ading part for reading an identifier of th e - recording m e dium; 

a use status checking part for checking whether or not the recording medium is being 
used with proper authorization, based on the information on a use status extracted from the 
database, using the identifier read in the recording medium reading part as key information; 

a sim i larity - dcto r min i ng part for ooteulating s i milarity by comparing tho second biologica l 
information obtained in th e u se r b i ological information obta i n i ng part w i th tho first bioiogica l 
information oxtractod - from th e database, using th e i d e nt i fier road in the recording medium 
road i ng part - gs key information, determining authorized uso when th e sim i larity exceeds a 
pr e d e t e rmined threshold va l u e , and - dotormining unauthorized uoo when tho cimilarity is equal to 
or l owor than a prodotormincd - throshold valu e; and 

a recording medium writing part for writing, in a case of use with proper authorization, the 
information on a use status and, if r e qu i red, tho cooond biologioal information on tho uoor in the 
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database, and writing, in a case of use without proper authorization, invalidity information on the 
recording medium and the information on a use status in the database. 

7. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A method for confirmin g, in a facility that can be used 
by presenting a recording medium capable of recording information, whether or not the facility is 
being used with authorization, wherein: 

an owner registration appar atus and an owner confirmation apparatus are located in the 

facility: 

the owner registration app aratus reads information on a use status of the recording 
medium and, in a case where it is d etermined that the recording medium is presented for a first 
time in the facility, ba sed on the information on the use status of the recording medium, obtains 
first biological informatio n from an owner of the recording medium and registers the first 
biological information: 

the owner con firmation apparatus reads the information on the use status of the 
recording medium an d the first biological information and, in case where it is determined that the 
recording medium is pre sented at a second, later time in the facility based on the information on 
the use status of the recording medium: 

obtains second biological i nformation from the owner of the recording medium, and 

determines wh ether or not the owner at the time of first presentation of the recording 
medium is the same as the owner at the second, later time of presentation of the recording 
medium by comparing th e registered first biological information with the obtained, second 
biological informations user using a record i ng m r viinm nnp-ihin nf rtnrim] ? n f"rmntfnn, 
comprising: 

obta i n i ng firot biological information on a uc o r at a ti m o of first uso of tho recording 
medium; 

rcgiptoring tho f ir st b i ological -i nformation in tho recording medium, considering tho usor 
a s an ownor of tho r e cording medium; and 

d e t e cting second bio l og i oal information on tho us e r ot o tim e of s e cond and later uooo f 
tho r ecording medium, and determin i ng whothor or not the usor using th e recording m e dium - is 
i d e ntiool with th e owner rogiGtorod in tho recording med i um, based on tho firot and oocond 
b i ological information ? 

8. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A method for confirming a-Bsep -Jn a facility that can 
be used by presenting a recording m edium capable of recording information, whether or not the 
facility is being used with authorization, wherein « sina a rnmrriing mnriinm mpnHin r,f C o ring 
inf o rmat i on, comprising: an owner registrat i on apparatus and an owner confirmation apparatus 
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are located in the facility and are capable of accessing a database for sto ring a use status of the 
recording medium in the facility so as to associate the use st atus with an identifier of the 
recording medium, comprising: 

using the owner registration apparatus, reading the identifier of the rec ording medium 

from the recording medium, and 

in a case where the database is accessed based on the ident ifier of the recording 
medium and it is determined that the recording medium Is pres ented for a first time in the facility, 
based on the information on the use status of the recording me dium, obtaining first biological 
information from an owner of the recording medium and storing the fi rst biological information so 
as to associate the first biological information with th e identifier 

obtaining firct b i ologioa! information on o - uoor at a time of first usoof tho recording 
m e dium t 

using the owner confirmation apparatus, reading the iden tifier of the recording medium 
from the recording medium, and 

m a case where the database is accessed based on the identifier of the recording 
medium and it is determined that the recording medium is being presented a second t later time 
in the facility, based on the information on the use status of the recor ding medium, obtaining 
second biological information from the owner of the r ecording medium, and 

determining whether or not the owner at the time of first prese ntation of the recording 
medium is the same as the owner at the second and later pres entation of the recording medium 
by oomparing_ rogiotoring the stgredfirst biological information in- aHJotabaco^ - dioposod o n o 
n e t wo rk , c ons i dering fh f nn»r *» n ™" nrtr * f mr . nrHing mndium: and with the obtained, 
second biological information. 

dotooting sooond b i ological i nformation on a usorat a timo of oocond andlotor ugo of tho 
recording medium, and d e termin i ng whether or not tho uoor uoing tho rooording - medium is 
ident i cal w i th tho owner rogistorod -i n tho database, ba se d - gn - the fir s t and second b i o l ogical 

inflnnn'*ition 

it ft Wl II HIUUI la 

9. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A computer-readable recording medium storing a 
program for controlling the computer to confirm, in a facility tha t can be used bv presenting a 
recording medium capable of recording information, whether or not the facility is be ing used with 
authorization, and wherein an owner registration apparatus and an owne r confirmation 
apparatus are located in the facility, bv: 

controlling the owner registration apparatus to read information on a use st atus of the 
recording medium and, in a case where it is determined that ihe recording medi um is presented 
for a first time In the facility, based on the information on the use status of the recording medium. 
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obtaining first biological information from an own e r of the recording medium and storing the first 
biological information i n the recording medium. 

c ontrolling the owner confirmation apparatus to read information on the use status of the 
re cording medium and the recorded first biol o gical information and, in a case where it is 
determined that the recording medium ia prese nted for a second, later time in the facility based 
on the information OP the use status of the record ing medium, obtaining second hininninai 
information from the owner of the recording medium, and 

determining Whether or not the owner at the time of first presentation nf the recording 
medium is the same as the owner at the second l a ter presentation of the recording medium hv 
co mparing the first biological information sto r ed in the recording medium with the obtained 
sec ond biological information .fa - b e executed by o c omputer for rea l izing a ucor confirmat iu u 
m e thod using o recording modium cnnnhln nf rtnrmn infr^^n ^ pm g n m c ompri cing : 

e frtaininn firct biologica l information nn n i^r it ■> r,^ rf flnt „ r r ^ m o ^ c ordin g 
modium; 

rpg iF Ttorin g tho first b i ologica l information in tho rocording med i um, conpldoring tho user 
as on ownor of the recording medium * 

riateotinn cooond biolo n i r m l Infhmmtinn nn thn n«« r rt n tirnr n f - rrj nnd 3 nr J ,-, to r ucu u f 
th e record i ng modium. and dot n rmininn MftpfhT nr nnt thr. ,.^r ..^ thr r cc ord i ng mo dium L 
idontiool with the ownor roaictorod in tho rnmHinr, mnHi . ,m hn-^ ^ ^ r fir t 3n d co co n d 
biological informatio ftr 

1 0. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A computer-readable recording medium storing a 
pr °9 ram for controlling the computer t o confirm, in a facility that can he used bv presenting a 
r ecording medium capable of recording informatio n , whether or not the facility is heino used with 
authorization, and wherein an owner reg istrati on apparatus and an owner confirmation 
apparatus are located in the facility, bv: 

controlling the owner registration appa ratus and the owner confirmation apparatus to 
access a database for storing a use status of the r e cording medium in the facility so a* to 
associate the use status with an identifier of the recording medium; 

controlling the owner registration apparatus to read the id e ntifier of the recording medium 
from the recording medium and, in a case where the d atabase is accessed based on th~ 
identifier of the recording medium and it is determined t hat the recording medium is nre^ntoH 
for a first time in the facility, based on the information on th e use sta tu B of the recording medi. 
obtaining first biology information from the owner of the recordin g medium and r^ wi^ ^ 
first biological informafinn so as to associate the first blotnnica. i nformation with the 

controlling the owner confirmation apparatus t o read the identifier of the renom-f no 
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medium from the rec ording medium and, in g case where the data base is accessed based on 
the identifier of the r ecording medium and it is determined that the recording medium is 
presented at a second, later time in the facility, based on the information on the use status of the 
recording medium, obtaining se cond biological information from the owner of the recording 
medium, and 

determining whether or not the owner at the time of first presentation of the recording 
medium is the same as the owne r at the second, later presentation of the recording medium bv 
comparin g the first biological information stoned in the database so as to be associated with the 
identifier with the obt a ined, second biological information. to be oxocutod by a compnfnrfnr 
r e al i zing a usor conf i rmation method ucfng a r e cording mod i um oapoblc of storing information, 
t he program oomp ri Grng: 

obtain i ng f i rst b i ologica l information on a us e r at o timo of first us e of the recording 
mod i um; 

re gi s t e ring tho first b i olog i cal information in a databooc diopo se d on a network, 
cons i dering tho user os an owner of the recording m e d i um; 

d e t e cting second b i ologica l i nformation on th e user at a timo of s e cond - and l ator uoo of 
th e recording modium, and - do t orm i n i ng whether or not tho ucor using tho r e cording modium is 
i d e ntical w i th tho owner r e g i sterod -i n tho database, bosod on tho firot and oocond bio l og i ca l 
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